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 Club News and Business 

NEXT MEETING August 15, 2015, 1:00 PM AT ROSAMOND LIBRARY 

 
 

General Meeting Notes: 
We discussed general club business at the July meeting. 

Contest Special Awards 
Here’s the current list: 
 
Best Russian Armor 
Best British  
Best X-Plane 
President’s Award 
Best Auto Paint and Finish 
Master’s Award 
Trifecta 
First Timer 
  
In-Club Contests 
July marked the club “Build a Tamiya Kit” contest.  Turnout was outstanding, with one of the largest 
number of entries in quite a long time. 
There were many outstanding builds.  And the winner is… 
 
Tracy Ackeret with his outstanding 1/48 P-47D Razorback,  “Morticians Delight”! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congrats to Tracy! 
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TNR “Blowout” Sale 
TNR, had a final inventory clearout sale on Wed, July 22, from 4 to 7 pm in the evening.  A fair 
number of club members showed up, and there were some reasonable deals to be had (up to 50% off 
retail), and some folks got free paint, etc. thrown in on their deals.  There was also a large collection 
of old aviation and R/C model magazines free for the taking.  TNR will be missed – it was nice 
having a local discount shop. 
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2015 Meeting Schedule 
.  

Primary Activities Refreshments Demo Review 

17 Jan Member Dues Collected    

21 Feb  Rich R. / Mike O.   

21 Mar  Jim / Robbie 
“Things Under 

Wings” (Henry) 
 

18 Apr 
In House Contest-“A is for 

April” 
Rick / Curt   

16 May  Dwight / Nick 
“Things Under 

Wings” (Henry) 
 

20 June Club BBQ    

18 July 
In House Contest – “Built a 

Tamiya Kit” 
Niilo / Bill P. TBD - Steve  

15 Aug  Mike W.   

19 Sept  Jeff / Joe   

17 Oct Judge’s Clinic    

7 Nov 2016 Desert Classic Bill P. 
“Things Under 

Wings” (Henry)  

21 Nov 
2016 Club Officer 

Nominations 
   

19 Dec 
Christmas Potluck 

Gift Exchange 
2016 Officer Elections 
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The Tool Crib 

Here’s the latest installment of “Rich the Tool Man”! 

Mandrels: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great for forming wire or styrene rod in curved sections or loops (such as for grab handles). 
There have been some pretty expensive examples available from Mission Models and Micro Mark, 
but Rich found these for $5 at Kit Collectors and they may also be available in the jewelry section at 
Michaels. 
 
Carbide micro drill bits: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Very strong and sharp micro bits.  Rich got this set for $20 on eBay.  Just search “carbide micro drill 
bits”. 
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Fly fishing wire and micro tube for rigging: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fine wire for tying fly lures for fly fishing.  Available as lead wire and extremely fine ultra wire.  
Great for use as biplane rigging.  The micro tubing may be useful for simulating turnbuckles.  
Available mail order from American Fly Fishing, and also Cabela’s.  Could also potentially get semi-
locally at Bass Pro Shop in Rancho Cucamonga. 
 
 
The Great Toolbox Raffle! 
 
The raffle is still ongoing. 
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The box and contents will be raffled off to some lucky club member in the upcoming months.  
Tickets for the raffle will be $5 each, with the proceeds going to help fund the contest.  Good luck! 
 

Club Demos 

Henry’s latest installment of “Things Under Wings”, scheduled for last month was postponed.  
Schedule is TBD.  I believe Steve still has a demo scheduled for July. 
Let me know if you’d like to do a demo for the club and I’ll highlight it in the newsletter.  



Vol. 20 N8 2015 
 

 

Member Show and Tell 

 

 
 
 
 

Name: 

Tracy Ackeret 

Time To Build: 

1 month 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya P-47D Razorback 
 
1/48th scale 
 

Aftermarket Items: 

Barracudacals decals for Hell Hawks 
 
Paints Used: 

Tamiya and Alclad 

 

 

 
 

 

Comments: 

Built after hearing four 9th AF 365 FG 
pilots talk at Planes of Fame Living 
History event. This plane was from the 
387th FS flown by Lt. Neal Worley.  
His crew chief named the plane 
Morticians Delight. 
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Name: 

Rick Reinert 

Time To Build: 

3 months 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya Swordfish Mk. 1 
 
1/48th scale 
 

Aftermarket Items: 

Eduard photo etch 
 
Paints Used: 

Model master and Alclad, various 
shades 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Although a Tamiya kit, it warrants a 
lot of patience to build.  Rigging is 
time consuming.  Great kit.  Will 
probably never build another one. 
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Name: 

Jim Abercrombie 

Time To Build: 

“A while”  Started over 5 years ago 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya German Machine Gunner 
 
1/16th scale 
 

Aftermarket Items: 

None 
 
Paints Used: 

Vallejo 

 
 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Airbrushed Base coat, then added 
shadows and highlights with a brush  
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Name: 

Tom Hamel 

Time To Build: 

1 month 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya German #10 Halftrack 

 1/35th scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

Some personal gear added 

Paints Used: 

Tamiya and Model Master.  Some 
pastels for shading 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Terrible kit.  Poor fit – you name it!  A 
real “dog”.  Take a lot of work to make 
it look decent. 
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Name: 

David Newman 

Time To Build: 

3 weeks 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya X-1 

 1/72nd scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

Mod to swept wing.  Alps and Tamiya 
decals 

Paints Used: 

 Testors Grapefruit 

Tamiya Gloss 

 

 

 

 

Comments: 
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Name: 

Niilo Lund 

Time To Build: 

15 - 20 hours over 1 month 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya Mitsubishi A6M2b Zero 

 1/72nd scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

None 

Paints Used: 

Testors Acrylic and Tamiya rattle can 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Fun to build – Spent extra time in the 
cockpit.  Decals extremely small 
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Name: 

Joe Cote 

Time To Build: 

7 hours  

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya King Tiger 

 1/35th scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

None 

Paints Used: 

  Ace Hardware Cat Yellow, Forest 
Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Comments: 

First tank 
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Name: 

Garrett Cote 

Time To Build: 

2 hours  

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya McLaren 

 1/20th scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

None 

Paints Used: 

  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comments: 

First F1 race kit 
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Name: 

Nick Kiriokos 

Time To Build: 

30 days 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya M4A3 

 1/235h scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

Thachweave sandbags,  Valve Gear 
resin sandbag front, AK Interactive 
Chain, 

Paints Used: 

  Tamiya Acrylic Khaki, OD, Red 
Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Scratchbuilt wading gear with mosquito 
netting screen. 
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Name: 

Matt Graham 

Time To Build: 

50 hours over 4 years 

Kit & Scale: 

Tamiya P-47D Razorback 

 1/48th scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

True Details cockpit, Eduard etch, 
Ultracast wheels, Quickboost guns. 

Thundercals decals 

Paints Used:   

Model master AMC Gray, Tamiya, 
Model Master OD and Aeromaster 
Faded OD 

Various Tamiya, Floquil and Alclad 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments:   

Pacific Theater P-47 from 36th FG.  
Very unusual scheme.  Originally started 
for my late wife (aircraft has her name), 
but shelved for some time after she 
passed away. 

Perhaps one of the best engineered 
aircraft kits ever! 
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Name: 

Tom Hamel 

Time To Build: 

1 Month 

Kit & Scale: 

Hobby Boss @1/2 GMC 6x6 353 series 
truck w/40mm Bofers 

 1/35h scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

Some stowage gear 

Paints Used:   

Tamiya and Model Master.  Some 
pastels for shading 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments:   

A nuts and bolts kit.  Over engineered 
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Name: 

Tom Hamel 

Time To Build: 

1 Month 

Kit & Scale: 

Mini Art – Ruined Factory with base 

 1/35th scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

True Details cockpit, Eduard etch, 
Ultracast wheels, Quickboost guns. 

Thundercals decals 

Paints Used:   

All hand painted with Tamiya ,Model 
Master and Humbrol.  Some pastels for 
shading 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments:   

Not an easy genre.  Kit comes in thick 
vacuum form sheets to be cut out.  
Definitely different. 
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Name: 

Rich Ribaudo 

Time To Build: 

 

Kit & Scale: 

Round 2 (Hawk) Project Vanguard 
Satellite 

 !? scale 

Aftermarket Items: 

See buildup article 

Paints Used:   

Overall Alclad Pale Gold. Alclad 
Polished Aluminum and Alclad 
transparent colors for the 
Instrumentation package and internal 
structures. Alclad Chrome for the four 
antennas. Remaining colors from 
Testors and Model Master enamels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Comments:   

See buildup article  
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Round 2 Vanguard Satellite 

By Rich Ribaudo 

 
 
 
KIT: Project Vanguard Satellite    Model # HL603/12 

MFG: Hawk (Original release in 1966) Round two (2015) 

SCALE:   ?   Close to 1/2 Scale. 

PAINTS: Overall Alclad Pale Gold. Alclad Polished Aluminum and Alclad transparent 
colors for the Instrumentation package and internal structures. Alclad Chrome for the 
four antennas. Remaining colors from Testors and Model Master  enamels. 

!"#$%&'()!""#$%&'%$$(&)(&'*+',!"#$%&'(!)*+,-*#.!/*0!*!1#$,#*2!2*+*,&.!34!(5&!6+7(&.!8(*(&0!9*:*;!
<&0&*#'5!=*3$#*($#4!>9<=?@!/57'5!7+(&+.&.!($!;*-+'5!(5&!A7#0(!*#(7A7'7*;!0*(&;;7(&!7+($!B*#(5!$#37(!-07+,!*!
)*+,-*#.!#$'C&(!*0!(5&!;*-+'5!:&57';&!A#$2!D*1&!D*+*:&#*;!E!F+!G*#'5!HI@!HJKL@!)*+,-*#.!H!3&'*2&!
(5&!!"#$%&!*#(7A7'7*;!0*(&;;7(&!0-''&00A-;;4!1;*'&.!7+!B*#(5!$#37(!34!(5&!6+7(&.!8(*(&0E!M(!/*0!(5&!A7#0(!0$;*#N
1$/&#&.!0*(&;;7(&E!O-0(!P!7+!7+!.7*2&(&#!*+.!/&7,57+,!%-0(!Q!;30@!)*+,-*#.!H!/*0!.&0'#73&.!34!(5&+N8$:7&(!
"#&27&#!97C7(*!R5#-05'5&:!*0@!ST5&!,#*1&A#-7(!0*(&;;7(&ES!)*+,-*#.!H!70!(5&!$;.&0(!*#(7A7'7*;!0*(&;;7(&!0(7;;!7+!
01*'&!*+.!70!&U1&'(&.!($!0(*4!(5&#&!A$#!*+$(5&#!VWW!4&*#0E!

CONSTRUCTION: This kit was first released in 1966 and didn’t see the light of day 
again until it was re-released by Round Two in 2015. It’s been 49 years (WOW!) since I 
first built this model as a seven year old kid and, after finishing this one, I doubt I 
completed the first! This kit was a difficult build (as most of my recent projects seem 
to be). But one has to expect that when undertaking the build of a kit with “state-of-
the-art technology” that’s half a century old. Further, like many of the early spacecraft 
models of their time, this kit takes some artistic license portraying the real article. It’s 
more like a “model of a concept model”. Early spaceflight TV broadcasters often had 
articulated cut-away models of the spacecraft and satellites on hand when describing 
the flights. The major features and components were “labeled” for the layperson to 
understand the craft’s construction. This kit’s decals do an excellent job of that. 

As you would expect from a kit from this era very little fit well. Big seams, mismatched 
parts and poor instructions await the builder. The upper and lower hull halves took a 
week of evenings to join as I had to proceed about an inch at a time due to warpage. 
The central feature of the model is a colorful instrument package where a collection of 
experiments and processors are stacked, in simulation that is, through painting the 
sections in different colors. The Instro Package is suspended in a four part frame which 
itself is supported by four antenna radiating out of the hull. Getting all of the 
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components to play-nice together was no small task. The best way to describe it is 
building a ship-in-a-bottle where each individual part is spring-loaded!  

I tried to adhere to my basic rules for building these ancient kits; do the best job 
possible only with what was available to the modeler  when the kit first released. The 
exception, of course, would be modern cements and paints. To this end I could only 
add visual interest and “detail” with different gauges of wire, aluminum foil and sheet 
styrene.  

The circumferential seam in the hull took several hours to fill and polish. I wasn’t about 
to spend that much time on the very visible inside seam so I took the lazy way out by 
covering it with a thin, narrow strip of sheet styrene and painted it Yellow Zinc 
Chromate. I needed to add some visual interest to all that bare internal hull area. My 
solution was to cover it with aluminum foil sprayed with Testors gold paint. The gold 
foil simulates that seen on many spacecraft and satellites. Polishing the hull exterior 
obliterated the round doublers that surround the antenna ports and sensor openings. 
They were restored with thin sheet styrene discs which were drilled and then embossed 
with a pin to restore the rivet details. The instrument pod and framework have wire 
harnesses made from the wire scrap box. Some wires were tied to the framework while 
others were coiled between terminations. I made sure that each of the sensors on the 
hull and the clear domed parts had a wire running from them to some imaginary but 
reasonable spot on the pod.  

There was no shortage of thought or head scratching when it came to figuring out how 
to install the pod, attach the four antennas, connect the wires to the sensors and close 
the domes all simultaneously. Tape, forceps, Popsicle sticks, gravity and more than 
one attempt at all of it finally won the day. Toothpicks suspended the top clear dome 
just above the hull as watch crystal cement was incrementally applied to the dome/hull 
joint. A high point for this kit is the decals sheet. All the markings performed 
beautifully with no setting solution and the carrier film is very thin. 

SUMMARY: As modelers, our definition of “fun” often seems alien to those who do not 
take up our hobby. I bet the colorful expletives we sometimes use are alien, too.  Just 
ask the kids or the dogs that would rather run out of the room than witness us having 
any more of that modeling “fun”. 

• Was this a difficult kit? No question about it.  
• Would I recommend it for beginners? Not a chance. 
• Did I have fun? Absolutely.  It must be fun because lately I seem to be repeatedly 

drawn to these ancient kits that offer none of the qualities we enjoy in modern 
kits.  

 
This kit is not for the beginner, nor is it for anyone who really doesn’t want a Vanguard 
Satellite in their collection. The fit was crude and the construction sequence really 
needs to be planned way in advance of actual assembly. However, if vintage kits from 
your childhood are your thing and if early spacecraft are of interest then this kit has a 
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pretty high cool factor. It’s like nothing else likely to be in your display cabinet, very 
colorful, and it will certainly be a test of skill, patience and resourcefulness. In the end 
I think you’ll get a sense of “earning” all the fun! 

 

Additional Images: All courtesy of Google 

Vanguard Rocket Launch Vehicle 

Vanguard I Satellite 



Vol. 20 N8 2015 

Page 24 

Vanguard Model at the U.S. Naval Research Lab that the 
Hawk model was based on 

 

Inner Hull showing foil and ring covering hull seam 

 



Vol. 20 N8 2015 

Page 25 

 

Instro Package and antennas ready to install 

 

 

Installation awaiting top clear dome. 
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Calendar  

 

 

9/12/2015 “High Rollers 16th 
Annual Invitational 

Desert Heights Elementary School 
13948 Mt. Bismark, Reno, NV  

9/20/2015 Red Flag Scale 
Modelers Show 

Orleans Hotel and Casino 
4500 W. Tropicana, Las Vegas, NV 

9/27/2015 TriCity Classic Eleven 
“The Good German” 

Milpitas Community Center 
457 E Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas, CA 

10/3/2015 OrangeCon Pavilion at the University Conference Center, California State 
University Fullerton. 
800 North State College Blvd., Fullerton, CA 

11/7/2015 “Desert Classic XIX” 
IPMS Antelope Valley 

Group  

Antelope Valley College Cafeteria 
3041 W. Ave. K, Lancaster, CA 

11/8/2015 Kit Collectors 
Exposition and Show 

UFCW Local 324 Union Hall 
8530 Stanton Ave., Buena Park, CA 

4/2/2016 Silicon Valley Classic 
III 

Naperdak Hall 
770 Montegue Expressway 
San Jose, CA 

 

 


