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Club News and Business 

NEXT MEETING MARCH 16 2019, 1:00 PM AT ROSAMOND LIBRARY 

 
February General Meeting Notes: 

At February’s meeting, we had a brief discussion of contest matters, a review from Steve and another interesting 
presentation from Henry on aircraft weaponry. 

 
Finish That Model, Marine! 

Our first in-house contest of the year takes place at this month’s meeting. The subject “Marine!” (i.e. any subject 
associated with the glorious United States Marine Corps).  
 

2019 Desert Classic 

VP Jim had a couple of contest award items to discuss. 

As we have traditionally had 9 Special Awards at the Desert Classic, Jim suggested re-instating the Silk Purse 
award for this year.  Definition is achieving a spectacular result from a real dog of a kit.  The club approved of 
this addition. 

Jim also proposed the definition of the 50th Moon Landing Anniversary award be a subject directly related to 
Apollo 11 (Capsule, LEM, Saturn, H-3 recovery helicopter, USS Hornet, etc.).  The membership agreed 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vol. 24 N3 2019 
 

2019 Meeting Schedule 
 

Primary Activities Refreshments Demo Review 

19 Jan Member Dues Collected Steve/Matt   

16 Feb  Bill K./Jay 
“Things Under 
Wings – Rant & 
Rave” - Henry 

 

16 Mar In-House Contest “Marine!” Rich/Mike W.   

20 Apr  Rick/Mike O. 
Steve – Bare 
Metal Finish  

18 May  Dwight/Stephen   

15 June 
In-House Contest “Jurassic 

Plastic” 
Niilo/Mark   

20 July     

17 Aug     

21 Sept 
In-House Contest “Out of 

Your Category” 
   

19 Oct     

26 Oct 2019 Desert Classic     

16 Nov 
2020 Club Officer 

Nominations 
   

21 Dec 

Christmas Potluck 
Gift Exchange 

2020 Officer Elections 
In-House Contest “Red” 

Everyone!   
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The Tool Crib  

Couple things this month. 

Rubber-tip brushes.  These are often used by clay sculptors, but are also useful for detail painting.  Available at 
Hobby Lobby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim P. was back after a long absence from the club and brought a useful item.  Johnson & Johnson cloth 
medical tape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim showed a plastic funny car drag chute he had covered with the tape, and it gives a very realistic fabric 
texture.  I’ve used this and it is very useful a material for seat belts in larger scales (1/32 and up) and makes a 
very realistic heat insulation wrapping for auto and motorcycle models.  Available at any drug store. 
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Henry brought in a number of craft store items that are useful for modeling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrated are various beading wire and also metallic stretch cord.  I use all these items and they are quite useful 
for simulating wiring and cabling, especially for aircraft gear wells and for auto models.  The beading wire is quite 
easy to bend and shape, and the stretch cord is textured and is an inexpensive way to simulated braded hosing.  
All these items are quite inexpensive.  Henry got these in the Wal-Mart craft section, but they are also available 
at Michael’s and Hobby Lobby. 

Review 

True Details 1/12th Scale ACES II Ejection Seat 
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Prez Steve presented a review of a new display item, a 1/10th scale replica of an ACES II aircraft ejection seat.  
The ACES is a very common seat in U.S aircraft, being used in the F-15, F-16, F-117, B-2 and others.  The seat 
is cast in resin, and True Details claims it was created from a 3D-printed master with ‘realistic detail’. 

Steve is a former Air Force and NASA egress system technician, so is intimately familiar with the ACES.  While 
he’s impressed with that a large-scale ejection seat model was produced, he is ultimately disappointed with the 
final product.  While crisply cast and impressive to look at, there are a number of errors and omissions.  There 
are many different variants of the ACES, and Steve says that the model does not accurately depict any specific 
version.  It comes closest to representing the front seat of a 2-seat F-16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve says the general proportions of the seat appear off, spoiling the look of the seat.  The survival kit 
attachment straps have been omitted, and the pitot tubes are inaccurate.  Additionally, details not present on the 
real seat have been added!  The scale of 1/10th seems an odd choice; a natural use for this seat might be in the 
old ESCI 1/12th F-16 or A-10 cockpits (although I note there are some R/C jets that are 1/10th scale, so perhaps 
this in an intended market). 

In the end, Steve cannot recommend this seat due to the overall inaccuracies. 

Available from Squadron for $32. 
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Club Demos 

Henry gave a more detailed version of his “Rant and Rave” presentation on AAM’s, with many photos to 
illustrate his topics of discussion. 

I can’t begin to recap all the fascinating details of Henry’s presentation, but here were some things I found 
interesting: 

Despite what you may see in some articles and on some message boards, the radomes on active and semi-
active homing missiles are white.  Not gray, not tan, white!  And the tech orders specified Bon Ami cleanser to 
clean the radomes!  Who knew? 

The AIM-7E Sparrow has the warhead aft of the missile wings, while the 7F, 7M, and 7B have the warhead 
forward of the wings. 

Despite statements to the contrary, the wings are the same on all variants of the Sparrow 

When captive, the Sparrow communicates with the aircraft via RF link 

Fuselage color for the Sparrow is FS36375 gray. 

The British Skyflash is an AIM-7M derivative. 

The primary difference between the Navy and AF Sidewinder is the guidance section. 
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Member Show and Tell 
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R,##$?12%&
This was a repaint of a tin "Shelf Model" 
Biplane... It was originally painted in a 
crappy "Red Baron" style scheme. I 
decided to redo it as a WWII Japanese 
Army Trainer, similar to the Yokosuka 
K5Y1. I sanded and stripped the old 
scheme off, and totally repainted it. The 
decals are from a long gone late 60's 1:30 
scale Japanese Zero - Had a couple issues 
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 with them, but nothing the blowdrier and a 
little Future couldn't fix! The cowling is a 
spare 1:30 scale Zero cowling that I 
inverted, the Hiragana (hand painted) on it 
reads "Aka Tombo" or "Red Dragonfly" - 
the nickname for the orange Imperial 
Japanese Army & Navy trainers. The tail 
ID. & number is also hand painted. The 
paint is Krylon Matte Amber, which is an 
EXACT match for "Tou ou shoku" Kariki 
117 (Imperial Japanese Orange-Yellow 
#117... ONE shade of it anyway! The 
exact shades depened on the aircraft or 
paint manufacturers, and years!). !
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Calendar  
 

3/16/2019 Silicon Valley 
Classic VI 

Napredak Hall 
770 Montague Expressway 
San Jose, CA 

4/27/2019 Best of the West – 
2019 Regional 

Convention 

East Side Cannery Resort Casino 
5525 Boulder Highway 
Las Vegas, NV 
 

7/14/2019 Kit Collector’s 
Expo and Sale 

Garden Grove Community Center 
11300 Stanford Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 

8/7-10/2019 IPMS USA 
Nationals 

Chattanooga Convention Center 
Chattanooga, TN 

10/26/2019 Desert Classic 
XXIII 

Antelope Valley College Cafeteria 
3041 W Ave. K, 
Lancaster, CA 

11/17/2019 Kit Collector’s 
Expo and Sale 

Garden Grove Community Center 
11300 Stanford Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 

 

 

 

 

 


